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Specialist veterinary pathologists at SRUC have collaborated with scientists across the UK, Europe, and America

to identify a new virus in sheep, which causes signs of nervous disease in lambs. This complex investigation

began with the submission of lambs from a Scottish flock for post-mortem examination back in 2016. The

affected farm had several two to three-week old lambs that appeared wobbly or weak, others were unable to

rise. In some cases, the affected lambs died, in others there was apparent recovery. The following year, a flock in

Wales had similar signs and post-mortem investigation identified similar findings. Collaboration with colleagues

across the UK veterinary surveillance network identified cases dating back to 1998. The results of this work

suggest that this new virus has been present in the UK for over 20 years, but it is only the most modern

technologies that have allowed this to be identified. All the cases of disease associated with this virus were in

lambs aged less than four weeks and investigation suggests that affected lambs were orphans or those given

artificial colostrum. This raises the theory that the virus, in most circumstances, results in limited disease. When

lambs fail to absorb sufficient antibodies from their dams’ colostrum however, clinical signs can develop.

All farms in Wales are now eligible for a FREE 4th year screen of your stock for BVD virus. We would encourage all of you to

take this opportunity to establish the BVD status of your herd before the Welsh Government introduces new legislation

concerning this virus. Ideally, the sampling is done while we are on the farm for a TB test or other reason, to avoid a visit

charge and we need to test 5 animals from each management group aged 9-18 months.

GWAREDU BVD

SHEEP SCAB INITIATIVE
Welsh Government is going to cover the cost of the lab fees for examination of skin scrape samples from sheep

showing suspect clinical signs of sheep scab in Wales, between 2nd November 2020 and the 31st March 2021. If

you have itchy sheep, it is really important to get a diagnosis as treatment with the wrong products is costly and

ineffective. Any issues should be dealt with before lambing, as trying to eradicate scab from a flock of heavily

pregnant ewes or young lambs is not ideal. If you would like us to skin scrape your sheep, we have a fixed charge

of £33,50+ VAT which incudes sampling and postage.
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A farmer goes out to his field one morning only to find all of his cows frozen solid. As far as the eye can see are cows,

motionless like statues. It had been a bitterly cold night, but he'd never thought anything like this would happen. The

realisation of the situation then dawned on him. With his entire livestock gone, how would he make ends meet? How

would he feed his wife and kids? How would he pay the mortgage? He sat with his head in his hands, trying to come to

terms with his impending poverty. Just then, an elderly woman walked by, "What's the matter?" asked the old lady. The

farmer gestured toward the frozen cows and explained his predicament to the woman. Without hesitation the old

woman smiled and began to rub one of the cows noses. After a few seconds the cow began to twitch and was soon

back to normal and chewing the cud. One by one, the old woman defrosted the cows until the whole field was full of

healthy animals. The farmer was delighted and asked the woman what she wanted as a repayment for her deed. She

declined his offer and walked off across the field. A passer-by who had witnessed the whole thing approached the

farmer.

"You know who that was don't you?" asked the passer-by. 

"No" said the farmer "who?"……..

"That was Thora Hird''

Goodbye to Sophie - we are very sorry to say that Sophie is leaving us at the end of next week to pursue a

more IT orientated career. Sophie came to us as an apprentice and she has made a great contribution

during her time with us, redesigning the website and organising all our Farming Connect meetings last

year. We will be very sorry to see her go, and will particularly miss her IT expertise. 

Next week we will be welcoming Olivia Cresswell to the reception team. Olivia has been

working as a receptionist in a small animal practice, but has experience in the farm sector having worked

in dairy farming in New Zealand and a degree in Animal Health and Welfare.

SRUC in Scotland would like to raise awareness of a condition that makes it difficult for newborn calves

to suck. The lower jaw of affected calves is set at an angle and the tongue often sticks out, especially

when they try to feed. The calves are otherwise bright and alert but, if the problem is not spotted, they

are at risk of starvation or disease as they don’t manage to ingest enough colostrum. Their ability to feed

usually improves over a number of days. An online survey distributed to industry by SRUC in July 2019

received responses from 25 holdings across the UK. Twenty-two of these were beef herds, two had both

beef and dairy enterprises, and one was solely dairy. Affected calves had been sired by Limousin (11),

Charolais (9), Aberdeen Angus (4), British blue (2) and Holstein Friesian (1) bulls. Most were born between

February and June, consistent with peak spring calving in beef herds; but cases were also reported in

July, August, October, November and December born calves. Three quarters of herds described an

incidence of less than 5 percent. However, six herds reported an incidence of between 8 and 15 percent.

Twelve herds had seen small numbers of similarly affected calves in previous years. The cause of the

condition is currently unknown and we would be interested to hear of further cases.

Now that our card machine is working and payments can be made more easily, we will be applying

the new account terms and conditions that were sent out to clients in July. This means that accounts

that are not cleared within 30 days will be subject to credit surcharge fee and interest will be applied.

We welcome payments by BACS, but please remember to use your Account Reference, so that we can

correctly allocate the payment to your account.  We have so many clients with the same surname that

without this Natalie has to do a lot of detective work to find out who has actually paid us.

INFO@FARMFIRSTVETS.CO.UK

BUILDING UPDATES
The building work is progressing, albeit at a very steady pace. One of the lambing rooms is now

functional for performing surgical procedures on small livestock at the office. The new dispensary

is finished and looking very smart. We are hoping to get back into reception in the next couple of

weeks once the IT and phone systems are sorted out. We would like to thank you for your patience

and hope that before too long we will have the space to welcome you back in to reception.
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