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FARM FIRST VETS - VET STUDENT GUIDELINES

Dear

I am pleased to inform you that you have been accepted to see practice at Farm First Vets on the following dates,

Covid-19 

**You must provide evidence of a NEGATIVE Covid-19 test taken within the week prior to arrival for your placement. ** 

We request that students take a Covid lateral flow test on the first Monday and Thursday of your placement.  We require to bring your OWN LATERAL FLOW TESTS.  You can access tests from either your university or from your local authority, these links below should help you access them. Often, they can be posted out to your home address:
Wales: https://gov.wales/lateral-flow-testing-people-without-symptoms
Scotland: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/no-covid-symptoms/
England: https://www.gov.uk/find-covid-19-lateral-flow-test-site
During the Covid-19 pandemic we have had to change our practice protocols to protect staff, clients, students and the continuity of the business.  Most of the staff are working in specific bubbles and vets are working from home or another office to prevent the whole practice being closed in the event of a covid outbreak.  For this reason, we will ask you not to come into the practice during your placement and instead be based from your home/accommodation.  We will allocate you to a single vet for the duration of your placement.  We will expect you to meet the vet at the farms or the practice, on the vet’s allocated day off you will be unable to attend your placement (this should only account for one day in a 2 week placement). We will allocate you to a WhatsApp group with one of the directors and your allocated vet so we can keep in contact and also know which visits you are attending; this is to ensure your safety. The details of the visit, including the address, will be given to you in advance.  We may also use google pins to help get you to the farm. Face masks must be worn at all times during visits and social distancing must maintained at all times. Full Covid-19 guidelines outlined in the Risk Assessment Form.  
Aims & Goals We would like you to think about some aims & goals for the time you spend with us. If you have an idea of what you want to learn we will try and make time to ensure you achieve this. Think about your areas of weakness either practical skills or understanding of theory and how we can help you improve. Please e-mail these details to olivia.cresswell@farmfirstvets.co.uk  and we can then discuss these with you at the start of your training period.
Organising your days Please ring Olivia Cresswell at the surgery the week before your placement to discuss your first morning. During your placement we will add you to a WhatsApp group that you can message the vets each evening to plan the following mornings calls.
On call Most emergencies (calvings, prolapses) occur out of hours and are often a rare occurrence. We do not require students to do on call with us at night or at the weekends but if you want to be involved, please provide your mobile number to reception and let the vets on call know that you would like to know if they are called out.
Health & Safety You must read the Health and Safety file, sign it and fill in an emergency contact details form. This is important as we are dealing with large and sometimes unpredictable animals and safety is paramount.
Farm Investigations We will aim to give you a specific task such as mobility scoring or mastitis sampling when you are here. Don’t worry though we’ll give you full details of everything beforehand and ensure you fully understand what’s expected. This will allow you to develop practical and communication skills necessary for life as a vet.
. 
Essentials
Covid-19 Lateral Flow tests

Face mask

Hand sanitiser (>70% alcohol based)

Wellingtons
Waterproof trousers
Two pairs waterproof parlour tops 
Boot Brush + Bucket (disinfectant will be provided)
A hat & waterproof jacket

Stethoscope and thermometer 
Lunch
Dress – smart casual 
Biosecurity

We aim to maintain the highest standards of biosecurity possible, and it is essential that students arrive with clean protective clothing, and that it is thoroughly cleaned and disinfected at the end of each visit. Please ask for help, to use the washing machine or to borrow some clothing if your kit has got very contaminated and needs further attention.

Client Confidentiality
It is very important that the confidentiality of our clients business is respected. When you leave the practice each day, by all means talk about what you have seen, but please do not mention farm names or farmers. When you are on farms with us, if you do mention what you have seen elsewhere, just don’t identify the farm by name.
Accommodation

We are not able to supply accommodation, but can help by supplying you with useful names and addresses if you need somewhere to stay.
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